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Deuteronomy 18:1-8 focuses on the provision that was to be made for the 

priests and Levites whom God had set apart for His service.  

Background: The entire tribe of Levi had been set aside to take care of the 

sanctuary of God. Within the tribe of Levi was the priestly line of Aaron. So 

all priests were Levites but not all Levites were priests; yet all of them were 

set apart for vocational ministry. Together the priests and Levites had two 

primary responsibilities: The service of the sanctuary and teaching the law.  

The Levites were a very special people in Israel. When God struck down all 

the first born in Egypt, He declared that every firstborn Hebrew was to be 

given to Him. But Numbers 3:12 describes how God set apart for Himself the 

tribe of Levi in place of every firstborn son. And they were set apart to 

handle the devoted things—the holy things—of the sanctuary that no 

layperson could touch without dying. It’s hard not to see the Levites as a 

foreshadow of Christ who would be our substitute to stand between us and 

the deadly holiness of God.  

Deut. 18:1-8 is a reminder of how the Levites were to be supported by the 

people’s faithfulness to God. Let’s break it down into 3 parts: 

1. God Himself would be the promised provision for His servants        

(vs. 1-2). 

 

The Levites were given cities to live in but they were not given an 

inheritance of land. So how would they survive? The answer is 

found in this wonderful phrase in vs. 2: “The Lord is their 

inheritance.”  What does it mean? 

 

On a very functional level it meant that they were to be sustained 

by the sacrifices and offerings brought to the Lord by the Israelites. 

God would share His portion with the Levites ensuring that they 

were provided for.  
 

For the Lord to be their inheritance meant that God Himself would 

be their provision, livelihood, and security. Instead of receiving land, 

they received the honor of spending their lives in service to God 

who would personally attend to their needs.  

 

To have the Lord as their inheritance meant that their identity was 

not to be anchored in the unstable and temporary pursuit of earthly 

success but rather they were to be known for their service to the 

eternal God. 

 

If the Lord would truly be their inheritance, they would need to 

model a life of dependent faith in God.  

 

2. God would provide for His servants by means of Israel’s faithful 

obedience (vs. 3-5).  

 

The very means by which God would supply for the Levites was 

through the sacrifices and offerings of the people to God. In other 

words, God provided for the Levites by sharing with them what He 

commanded Israel to give to Him. And these were not the leftovers. 

Of the sacrifices they were to get the shoulder and the hind 

quarters. Of the crops they were to get the first fruits.  

 

God had not called them to a life of poverty. But His provision did 

require the faithful obedience of God’s people to honor the Lord 

with their income.  
 

Well-cared-for Levites were a sign not only of the people’s faithful 

obedience to God, but also God’s generosity in blessing the nation. 

But destitute Levites were a disgrace to the nation because it was 

evidence of a deeper problem—a people living independently of 

God; a people living for themselves rather than in obedience to 

God.  <vs. 5> 



3. God’s servants were to be regarded with honor regardless of their 

particular assignment (vs. 6-8). 

There were some who typically served at the central sanctuary while 

others served in the outer regions teaching and administering God’s 

law. But when those from the outer regions came to the sanctuary, they 

were to be given the same opportunity to serve and eat in equal portion 

with the rest. There was to be no competition or jealousy among those 

who served.  

Summary: God’s people are the means to His promised provision for those 

whose lives have been devoted to His service.  

This is the primary meaning of Deut. 18:1-8. The Levites, whom God 

designated to be full time ministers in His sanctuary,  were to be 

compensated through the people’s faithful giving of their tithes and 

sacrifices to the Lord.  

This is the very principle that stands in the New Testament as well. We no 

longer have professional Levites and priests, but those whom God has called 

to devote their lives to vocational ministry are to be sustained and 

supported by the church’s faithful giving to the Lord.  

� 1 Cor. 9:13-14—“Do you not know that those who perform sacred 

services eat the food of the temple, and those who attend regularly to 

the altar have their share with the altar? So also the Lord directed 

those who proclaim the gospel to get their living from the gospel.” 

 

� Gal. 6:6—“And let the one who is taught the word share all good 

things with him who teaches.” 

 

� I Tim. 5:17-18 (Deut. 25:4)—“Let the elders who rule well be 

considered worthy of double honor, especially those who work hard 

at preaching and teaching. For the Scripture says, "You shall not 

muzzle the ox while he is threshing," and "The laborer is worthy of 

his wages." 

 

These verses, however, do not condone those who use “ministry” as a 

scheme for wealth at the expense of kingdom advancement.  

� 2 Cor. 2:17—“For we are not like many, peddling the word of God, 

but as from sincerity, but as from God, we speak in Christ in the 

sight of God. 

 

� I Peter 5:2—“…shepherd the flock of God among you, exercising 

oversight not under compulsion, but voluntarily, according to the 

will of God; and not for sordid gain… 

What a contrast this is from a popular television preacher I recently read 

about: multiply homes each costing $2million; a private jet at 10 million;  

luxurious headquarters valued at $20 million in which one commode cost 

$23,000; Her husband drives a $107,000 Mercedes taking a humble salary of 

$450,000 while she merely survived on a salary $900,000. All of this paid for 

her by “her ministry.” When criticized for her excessive lifestyle, she said, 

“there’s no need for us to apologize for being blessed.” 1 

I can guarantee that for someone to use “ministry” to live in such excessive 

luxury requires a distortion in sound doctrine.  

Ajith Fernando: “…money given to ministers is God’s money. Those who give 

it are to do so as if they were giving to God. Those who receive it should 

spend it as if it belongs to God. Indeed all the money in the world belongs to 

God. So every financial transaction in which we engage must be done as if 

the money was God’s (which it is). While we are [to be] careful with all 

funds, we have to be extra-careful with money that has been designated as 

belonging to God. Just as failure to give God His due is viewed in the Bible as 

robbing God, the failure to use God’s funds responsibly could be viewed as 

defrauding God.”2 

So the primary take-away from this passage is that God’s people are the 

means to His provision for those whose lives have been devoted to His 
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service. When Levites were left destitute or when ministers and 

missionaries today are underpaid, it is a symptom of a much larger issue 

that God’s people are living independently of Him in their financial dealings.  

One of the things that you must see is that the Israel’s giving was not just to 

support of the Levites but ultimately to God. Likewise today, your giving 

should not be based on how much to like or dislike the pastor. Your giving 

should not be based on how significant or insignificant you perceive the 

needs of the church to be. Your giving should be based on obedience to God 

and His word out of a worshiping heart of gratitude and faith.  

Now, let me highlight a secondary application that as NT believers might 

consider as we reflect on this passage. Notice that this passage takes into 

account both the priests and the Levites. The priests alone were not 

sufficient to minister to the spiritual needs of the nation. God gave the 

entire tribe of Levi to the work of ministry. The work of ministry required an 

entire community.  

In the New Testament, Jesus is our great high priest (Heb. 4:14-16) and the 

entire church, comprised of every genuine believer, makes up the 

priesthood. I Peter 2:9—“you are a chosen race, a royal priesthood, a holy 

nation, a people for God's own possession, that you may proclaim the 

excellencies of Him who has called you out of darkness into His marvelous 

light.” Your lives and your message are to be a living proclamation of the 

gospel.  

Pastors were never meant to be the sole ministers in the church. Elders (who 

are the primary overseeers, including pastors) were to have the assistance of 

deacons and deaconesses just as priests were assisted by the Levites. But 

every believer makes up the priesthood. The bottom line is that everyone in 

the church has gifts and abilities that must be invested in kingdom service.  

As a priesthood, believers are granted an inheritance in Christ. And so like 

the Levites we are not to anchor our identity to this world. We are aliens and 

strangers—foreigners—here. Our citizenship is in heaven.  

We live in a culture today where it is possible to have dual citizenship with 

some nations. But heaven is not a country; it’s a kingdom. And in a kingdom 

you must have an exclusive identity and loyalty. You cannot be loyal to 2 

kingdoms. By becoming a citizen to one you become an alien to the other. So 

as a citizen of the kingdom of heaven, your identity must not be rooted in this 

foreign soil. Your purpose must not be defined by what is temporary. We are 

here as ambassadors to advance God’s purpose of the gospel.  

I want to encourage you to develop the heart of a Levite—to live as though 

the Lord is your inheritance: 

• See your life as fully devoted to the Lord and His interests 

• Spend your life in service to God with His kingdom as your primary 

focus regardless of your vocation 

• Pursue a life of faith and dependence on God, recognizing that He is 

your ultimate source of provision, livelihood, and security.  

• Remember that your identity is not in temporary, earthly success, but 

your identity is in Christ and in Him you can be spiritually and 

eternally fruitful.  

As we come to the Lord’s table this morning, I want to remind you that the 

gospel is your message. It is your mission. And it becomes your growing 

passion as you dive into the depths of what Christ has done for you.  

Take up the Gospel Challenge! 

[I Cor. 11:23-26] � Gospel! 

Communion: 

� Bread: “Jesus is our High Priest who offered up the sacrifice of 

Himself, as our substitute, to absorb the deadly wrath of God’s 

holiness against our sin.”  

 

� Cup: “Through absolute trust in the blood of Jesus, we have become 

join heirs with Christ. The Lord is our inheritance. May God give us 

the grace to live according to our true identity.”  


